RAIL FREIGHT & THE WRC

___________________________________________________________________

1. ROAD FREIGHT IS NOT A COST FREE ALTERNATIVE TO RAIL FREIGHT
Twenty Six per cent / 98 out of 374 road fatalities in 2004 involved Goods vehicles. This is the latest year for which there are published statistics.

Table 37: NRA Road Collision Facts 1993-2004
Over the ten year period 1995-2004 a total of 1036 fatalities* and 13,618 injuries have occurred on our roads where goods vehicles were involved. Using Goodbody parameters (see table below) the cost to the nation was: 

  1,036 x 2.03m   =      €2.1 Billion in respect of fatality

13,618 x 0.233m =     €3.17 Billion in respect of serious injury

i.e. over €5 Billion in ten years
In the same 10-year period there is no record of a single injury or fatality involving a freight train.

Over the same period Rail carried an average of 5% of freight; meaning that an estimated 50 lives and 750 injuries were saved at a huge saving in human suffering and a monetary saving of €250 million
 

Each road fatality costs €2.034 million according to the 2004 Goodbody Report (Cost Benefit Parameters and Application Rules for Transport Project Appraisal; August 2004; Goodbody Economic Consultants in association with Atkins):
Table C.16: Irish Casualty and Accident Values, 2002

	Accident Type 
	Costs per Casualty (€)


	Cost per Accident (€)

	
	Lost Output


	Human Costs
	Medical 
	Property 
	Insurance 
	Policing 

	Fatal 

Serious injury 

Slight injury 

Damage only


	693,773

26,705

2,820

-
	1,323,172

183,852

13,467

-
	1,181

16,199

1,199

-
	13,714

6,293

3,702

2,327
	370

229

141

71
	1,798

247

53

5


As may be seen, this estimation method values a fatality at just over €2m

2. RAIL FREIGHT AND THE WRC
In 1993 Irish Rail carried 3.3 million tons of goods.

In 2006 it is estimated the volume will have decreased to 0.8 million tons.
In the intervening years Iarnrod Éireann have closed 43 destinations to container freight, including:

Sligo, Longford, Mullingar, Westport, Claremorris, Castlebar, Roscommon, Galway, Ballinasloe, Athlone, Tullamore, Portlaoise, Thurles, Mallow, Cork, Killarney, Tralee, Athy, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Limerick, Clonmel, Ennis, Nenagh, Roscrea, Foynes, Connolly, Heuston, North Wall, Drogheda, Dundalk, Belfast.
In fact the only container rail freight terminals are now Waterford and Ballina and the only container train service in Ireland is that between Waterford and Ballina.

It is widely believed that with the introduction of the increased train frequency through Kildare due to higher volumes of passenger services to Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Galway, Midlands and Mayo – combined with the traffic of empty passenger trains to and from the new service depot in Portlaoise – there will no longer be path space for the current or future growth of Timber and Norfolk Line container traffic via Kildare.

The obvious solution is to avail of the opportunity identified by McCann* to open the full Ennis Claremorris Section and divert and grow this Mayo to Waterford freight traffic via the Western Rail Corridor.

*(p10 Report to the Minister for Transport from the Chairman of the Expert Working Group on the Western Rail Corridor – May 2005: http://www.transport.ie/viewitem.asp?id=6645&lang=ENG&loc=845)
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