TRAVEL DEMAND ON 

THE WESTERN RAIL CORRIDOR (WRC)
_____________________________________________

A.

CURRENT CAR VOLUMES 

ON THE SLIGO-GALWAY SECTION OF THE WRC 

The following are the car volumes on the N17 as per NRA statistics:

• car traffic volumes on the Sligo – Claremorris road at present 

  generate 2.5 million passenger journeys per annum; 

• with 3 million extra between Claremorris and Loughgeorge; 

• and a further 6 million generated between Loughgeorge and Galway – 

This represents a pool of 12 million current passenger journeys from which to   

  draw rail passengers between Galway and Mayo.

MORE THAN 30,000 CARS USE THE N17 DAILY MAKING IT THE BUSIEST SINGLE CARRIAGWAY WEST OF THE SHANNON. 

ALMOST ONE THIRD OF THESE VEHICLES COME THROUGH MILLTOWN VILLAGE TO/FROM CLAREMORRIS AREA. 

A 6-day Traffic Count conducted for Galway County Council by Golden River Traffic (UK) in June 2006 shows approx 10,000 vehicles through Milltown per day; i.e.=3.65 million per annum at average of 1.5 persons per vehicle = 5.5m passenger journeys.

B.
CURRENT BUS SERVICES 

ON THE ROUTE OF THE WRC (N17 & N18)

(Details supplied by the Department of Transport for the 
Expert Working Group)
 

1. Current Bus Usage on the WRC route

This model examines one aspect of the current demand for public transport North to South on the route of the WRC, based on current bus services provided and estimated ridership. 

N17: 

Between Sligo and Galway each day there are:

6x Bus Éireann services Sligo to Galway

2x Feda O'Donnell services Sligo to Galway. 

At an average of 50 seats per bus (see note 2 following) this adds up to 

         50 x 8 x 5 days x 52 weeks = 400 seats per day i.e. 146,000  

plus 50 x 11 x 2 days x 52 weeks =  (weekend seats)         57,000                           

                                                                                               161,200 p.a.

multiplied by 2 to represent all trips (i.e. return) = 322,400
 

There are c.10 Tuam-Galway (Burkes) services per day x 5 days per week @ 50 per coach= 500 x 260 x 2=260,000

Total Bus Seats N17 Sligo – Galway: 582,000. 
 

(N.B. 
This number excludes Ballina/Westport to Galway bus services which also travel on the N17 and serve Tuam and Claremorris.) 

N18: 

Between Galway and Ennis there are:

15 daily services Bus Éireann

5 daily services CityLink
 

20 x 50 seats x 365 days x 2 (i.e.return) = 730,000 seats.
 

Total N18 Galway - Ennis: 730,000. 
 

Add 552,000 (N17) to 730,000 (N18) = 1,312,000.
 

(Oddly, although the passenger demand north of Galway is 80% of that south of Galway, there seems to be a disproportionate emphasis on the prioritisation of the southern section as opposed to the northern link.)
It is a verifiable fact that bus services regularly comprise a number of buses e.g. from Galway Station
 i
t is not unusual that 3, 4 or 5 buses are required to operate a single service, particularly at peak times.
 

If, on average, it takes 1.5 buses to operate a scheduled service, then the number of seats offered by scheduled bus services between Sligo and Ennis would be 1.312m x 1.5 = 2million p.a. 
2. CALCULATING PASSENGER JOURNEYS

Why 50 seats/journeys per bus?

Iarnrod Eireann/Bus Éireann record journeys undertaken as their baseline customer statistic.
Each journey is different; one might be from Claremorris to Castlerea, another Castlerea to Dublin. IÉ count this as two journeys. If these are return journeys they are counted as 4 journeys. So the underlying criterion is that every single trip undertaken, whether it be long or short, is counted as a "passenger journey".
Using this criterion it is not inconceivable that a bus leaving Sligo would facilitate 50 "journeys" between Sligo and Galway. In other words that the driver would sell 50 tickets, some for short, others for longer journeys. 

Example:

Consider the situation of a fully loaded bus leaving a terminus. There are 50 tickets sold. If 10 passengers disembark at each of four intermediate stops and are replaced by 5 passengers on each occasion, then, by the time that bus arrives at its destination with 30 passengers on board, the bus will actually have recorded 70 "passenger journeys". As stated however, these calculations are based on 50 journeys per bus. 

3. CONCLUSION/SUMMARY

Based on the assumption that a long distance bus will sell on average one ticket for every seat it is not unreasonable to consider the "passenger demand" or "passenger journeys" undertaken between Sligo and Ennis on buses today exceeds 2 million per annum.
 

This is probably an underestimate given that multiples of buses are regularly required to operate a single service.
 
C.

COMPARISON: WRC COUNTIES AND DUBLIN

PERSONS TRAVELLING OVER 15 MILES TO WORK
 (Source CSO 2002 Census)
• Dublin     

   35,000

•
 Sligo
 4,566

• Mayo
 8,561

• Galway 17,896

• Clare
 9,669
             40,692
D.
COMMUTERS IN THE BMW

PERSONS TRAVELLING OVER 30 MILES TO WORK 

(Source CSO 2002 Census)

• 58,000 people travel over 30 miles to work in the South and East Region

• 
35,000 people travel over 30 miles to work in the Border Midlands and Western   

  Region
E.

GALWAY CASE STUDY: 

THE COST OF CONGESTION
(Source Galway Co. Council)

• 30,000 cars enter Galway City each day


that is 60,000 individual journeys

• 15 minutes delay through congestion on each journey 

• consumes 15,000 hours each day

• 
@ €26.5 (work-time) per hour this costs €145m pa 

   @ €8.10 (commuting-time) costs €44m pa
By way of comparison, Galway Races are worth €60m to Galway

